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Season of Creation: Oikos – a home for all? Renewing the Oikos of God 

We are part of the house, the oikos of God, ‘the Beloved Community’  
 

19 September 2021 
 
Leaders/Presiders:   Janet Kay 
Reader:  Gwenda Bramley 
Music:   Helen Swan 

 
Jesus practised radical inclusion! All are welcome regardless of age, race, creed, gender, cultural 

background or sexual orientation. 
 
 

We Gather as people of God 
 

The Gong is sounded three times 
 
Prelude Music 
 
Acknowledgement of First Peoples 
We acknowledge that we are worshipping on the land of the Ngunnawal people. They made their land 
sacred. This land was never ceded. It was, and always will be, Aboriginal land.  We honour their elders - 
past and present. We acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the ages, and seek to learn 
from their wisdom. 
 
Lighting of the candle 
The community candle is lit. 
 
Call to worship 
Great Provider, 
may the green of  Spring praise you,  
may the buds and blossom praise you. 
May the stubble and the grass praise you, 
may the shrub and fruit tree praise you. 
May the bursting new life praise you, 
may the birds and the bees praise you. 
Abraham, the founder of faith, praised you, 
may the seven days and the stars praise you. 
Moses and Miriam praised you, 
may male and female praise you. 
Great Provider,  
may we and all that breathes praise you. 



 

 
Hymn/Song: TIS 92 Sing to God with Joy and Gladness (Paraphrase by John Bell of Ps 147) 
Refrain 
  Sing to God, with joy and gladness, 
  hymns and psalms of gratitude; 
  with the voice of praise discover 
  that to worship God is good. 
 
God unites his scattered people, 
gathers those who wandered far, 
heals the hurt and broken spirits, 
tending every wound and scar.  
  Sing to God, with joy and gladness, 
  hymns and psalms of gratitude; 
  with the voice of praise discover 
  that to worship God is good. 
 
Such is God's great power and wisdom 
none can calculate or tell; 
keen is God to ground the wicked 
and with humble folk to dwell.  
  Sing to God, with joy and gladness, 
  hymns and psalms of gratitude; 
  with the voice of praise discover 
  that to worship God is good. 
 
God, with clouds, the sky has curtained 
thus ensuring rain shall fall; 
earth, responding, grows to order 
food for creatures great and small.  
  Sing to God, with joy and gladness, 
  hymns and psalms of gratitude; 
  with the voice of praise discover 
  that to worship God is good. 
 
God's discernment never favours 
strength or speed to lift or move; 
God delights in those who fear him, 
trusting in his steadfast love.  
  Sing to God, with joy and gladness, 
  hymns and psalms of gratitude; 
  with the voice of praise discover 
  that to worship God is good. 
 
Welcome 
 
Prayer for Living Attentively 
 
A Prayer Remembering Our Common Home 
Creator God, send us where you would have us go,  
so that we may embody the ministry of justice for your Creation through our being and acts.  
Walk with us so that we may face the winds of change and walk the good road.  
 
Protect and renew our common home. 
Enlighten us. Sustain us. 
May God our Creator be with us this day and always. Amen.  
(adapted from Celebrating Creation: Honoring Indigenous People, Kelly Sherman-Conroy, ELCA)  



 

Passing of the Peace 
 
If we are in Christ, we are becoming a new creation. One Home. One Body. 
We see God around us. We see God within us. We give thanks to our Creator.  
 
Let us show the caring nature the Creator has instilled in us by greeting each other as a sign of God’s 
love, forgiveness and grace. The peace of our Creator be with you in all things.  
And also with you.  

You are invited to care and share peace with your neighbour, and speak a word of peace to the land in 
which we gather, and the creatures who share this common home.  
(adapted from Celebrating Creation: Honoring Indigenous People, Kelly Sherman-Conroy, ELCA)  

 
Song: Nothing Is Lost on the Breath of God (Colin Gibson) Tune: Greenlane 
 
Nothing is lost on the breath of God, 
nothing is lost for ever; 
God's breath is love, and that love will remain, 
holding the world for ever. 
No feather too light, no hair too fine, 
no flower too brief in its glory; 
no drop in the ocean, no dust in the air, 
but is counted and told in God's story. 
 
Nothing is lost to the eyes of God, 
nothing is lost for ever; 
God sees with love and that love will remain, 
holding the world for ever. 
No journey too far, no distance too great, 
no valley of darkness too blinding; 
no creature too humble, no child too small 
for God to be seeking, and finding. 
 
Nothing is lost to the heart of God, 
nothing is lost for ever; 
God's heart is love, and that love will remain, 
holding the world for ever. 
No impulse of love, no office of care, 
no moment of life in its fullness; 
no beginning too late, no ending too soon, 
but is gathered and known in God's goodness. 
 
 

We Reflect on the Word for our time 
 
Readings from the Bible and the World Around Us 
 
Proverbs 31: 10-31  
A capable wife who can find? 
She is far more precious than jewels. 
The heart of her husband trusts in her, 
and he will have no lack of gain. 

 

She does him good, and not harm, 
all the days of her life. 



 

She seeks wool and flax, 
and works with willing hands. 

She is like the ships of the merchant, 
she brings her food from far away. 

She rises while it is still night 
and provides food for her household 
and tasks for her servant-girls. 

She considers a field and buys it; 
with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 

She girds herself with strength, 
and makes her arms strong. 

She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. 
Her lamp does not go out at night. 

She puts her hands to the distaff, 
and her hands hold the spindle. 

She opens her hand to the poor, 
and reaches out her hands to the needy. 

She is not afraid for her household when it snows, 
for all her household are clothed in crimson. 

She makes herself coverings; 
her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

Her husband is known in the city gates, 
taking his seat among the elders of the land. 

She makes linen garments and sells them; 
she supplies the merchant with sashes. 

Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
and she laughs at the time to come. 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 

She looks well to the ways of her household, 
and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children rise up and call her happy; 
her husband too, and he praises her: 

“Many women have done excellently, 
but you surpass them all.” 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 
but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, 
and let her works praise her in the city gates. 

 
 
Singing the Psalms: Psalm 1 
 
Antiphon: 
Happy are they, happy are they 
who delight in the ways of God. 
 
Psalm tone 2 (Liber Usualis) 

 
 
 
 



 

1 Happy are those who do not follow  
the advice ' of the wicked 
 
or take the path that sinners tread 
or sit in the seat ' of the scornful 
 
2 Their delight is in the law of God, 
on God's law they meditate ' day and night 
 
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water 
which yield their fruit ' in due season 
 
and their leaves do not wither 
In all they they do ' they shall prosper 
 
4 The wicked are not so 
but are like chaff that the wind ' drives away 
 
5 Therefore they will not stand in judgement 
nor sinners in the congregation ' of the righteous 
 
6 for God watches over the way of the righteous 
but the way of the ' wicked will perish. 
 
Antiphon 
 
 
James 3:13 – 4:3; 7-8 
 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with 
gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 
boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 
devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of 
every kind.  

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for 
those who make peace. 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your 
cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. 
And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what 
you get on your pleasures. 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and 
he will draw near to you. 
 

 
Contemporary Word 
 
Music for Reflection 
 
Opportunity for comments 
  



 

We Respond to the Word 
 
Song  TIS 549 God be in my head and in my understanding 

 
God be in my head 
and in my understanding; 
 
God be in my eyes 
and in my looking; 
 
God be in my mouth 
and in my speaking; 
 
God be in my heart 
and in my thinking; 
 
God be at my end 

and at my departing. (Richard Pynson's Horae B.V.M. Sarum 1514) 
 

Offerings 
 
We acknowledge the offerings through electronic means, and people's offerings of time, energy and 
practical skills, to the work of this church, and the wider community. We also acknowledge individual 
contributions  to charities working in God’s name, and other charities reflecting our concern for care of 
creation and social justice.  
So let us pray. 
 
Generous God, creator and giver of life, 
through your goodness we have gifts to share. 
May the offerings of our hearts and hands 
be used in the service of your realm.  Amen 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Let us bring our prayers to the God of all creation, praying for specific groups in connection with A 
Home for All.   
For the church: That the Body of Christ listens attentively and responds with transformative practical 
action to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.  
Let us pray to the Lord:  Lord hear our prayer 
 
For our church and civic leaders: That all leaders respect and partner with the lived wisdom of First 
Nations people in actively caring for country and nurturing healthy, integrated communities. Let us 
pray to the Lord: Lord hear our prayer  
 
For environmentally degraded parts of the earth, and for those living in poverty:  
That government, business, and community policies and practices at the local, national, and 
international level honour, reflect and protect the sacredness of all places, creatures, and people.  
Let us pray to the Lord: Lord hear our prayer  
 
For all of us here: That we be trustworthy stewards, active protectors, and reverent carers of our earth 
and her people through conscious and just living. 
 Let us pray to the Lord: Lord hear our prayer 
 
God of the universe, you are the living Word, planted deep in our hearts. 
Grant us the wisdom, courage, and commitment to love and care for your  world, tand in particular, to 
listen to Country and listen to all peoples. Guide our discernment, and inspire us to action so that all 
may fulfil their sacred purpose,. We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen 



 

 
The Abba Prayer  
Most compassionate Life-giver,  

may we honour and praise you: 

 may we work with you to establish 

your new order of justice, peace and love. 
 

Give us what we need for growth, 

and help us, through forgiving others 

to accept forgiveness. 
 

Strengthen us in the time of testing, 

that we may resist all evil. 
For all the tenderness, strength and love 

 are yours, now and forever. Amen  (Wwallace) 
 

 

Hymn/Song Common Dreams  (Scott Kearns) 
 

Refrain: 
We’re moved by a vision of the world at peace,  
Where justice and compassion rule ev’rywhere supreme. 
Joined with one another in the work that lies ahead, 
In living out our common dreams, (living out our dreams),  
With love as our strength and guide. 
 
All around the world, we’ve different ways of seeing, 
Bringing one and all, to different ways of being. 
Stands must be taken, yet bridges must be built:  
Only love can lead to unity. 
Refrain 
 
As we travel on, discovering together,  
Much we leave behind, yet much we hold as treasure. 
Change can enrich us, yet challenge all we’ve known: 
Only love can lead to harmony. 
Refrain 
 

We Go out into the World 

 
Words of Mission and Blessing 
 
The presence of God reaches beyond this place... 
The candle is extinguished 
 
May the places where we walk become sacred spaces of the Holy God... 
The places where we take our stand be signposts to the love of Christ... 
The places where we rest and wait be filled with the renewing grace of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude (a time for quiet reflection) 
 
 
'This week' at Woden Valley Uniting Church 
Any follow up or new notices 
Significant birthdays, anniversaries or events 
 


