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WODEN VALLEY UNITING CHURCH 
https://woden-valley.uca.org.au/ 

 

 
 

10 a.m. Worship  

23rd January 2022 
 

We Gather as people of God 
 
The Gong is struck three times 
 
The gong sounds. We hold silence. We listen as the gong calls us to gather, calling us to 

be present in this time of worship. 
 
Prelude Music  
 
Lighting the community candle 
 
We light this candle as a symbol of Christs presence with us. 
May the light sent from God shine in the darkness for all to see. 
And may the light of Christ shine from within us. 
 
Acknowledgement of traditional owners (video) 
 
Cultural warning 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander attendees are advised that the following service may 
contain images, names, quotes and voices of people who have died.  
 
Call to Worship 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon us! 
God has anointed us to bring good news to the poor, 
To proclaim freedom for the prisoners  
and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free. 
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Let us worship the God of justice and peace! 

 
Welcome / Introduction  
 
Welcome, as we gather together as we the Churches of Woden Valley, Weston Creek and 
Yarralumla Uniting Churches during January for worship. Wherever you are sharing in this 
time of worship, you are welcome. The congregation responses for this service are in bold 
italics.  
 
Today in recognition of Aboriginal Sunday, which is celebrated the Sunday before January 
26th. We will be using resources from Common Grace which is a network of churches, 
organisations, and individuals that reflects the broad diversity of the Australian Christian 
community. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Lord, you bring glad tidings to the poor. 
Let us hear. 
You heal the broken hearted. 
Heal us too. 
You free the prisoners from their jails. 
Free us from ourselves. 
 
Loving God, come to us, 
For we come here this morning  
to learn from you,  
make us ready to hear the words 
you speak to us today 
and give us the courage to respond. Amen 
 
Song: We Are Gathering   video  
 
“We Are Gathering” is a favourite hymn of many Aboriginal Christians. In recognition of this 

let’s sing “We are Gathering”. 
 
We are gathering together unto Him, 
We are gathering together unto Him, 
Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be, 
We are gathering together unto Him. 
 
We are singing together unto Him, 
We are singing together unto Him, 
Unto Him shall the singing of the people be, 
We are singing together unto Him. 
 
We are praying together unto Him, 
We are praying together unto Him, 
Unto Him shall the praying of the people be, 
We are praying together unto Him. 
 
We are gathering together unto Him, 
We are gathering together unto Him, 
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Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be, 
We are gathering together unto Him. 
 
Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be, 
We are gathering together unto Him. 
 
Peace 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 
And also with you   
 
Let us share signs of peace with one another  
 
History of January 26 video 
 
When you come to the realisation of the true history of Australia with over 65,000 years of 
custodianship and stewardship by over 300 nations of Aboriginal peoples, and the true 
history since colonisation — hearts and minds are unsettled, and the question arises 
"What do I do?" 
 
Tuesday night the evening before January 26, you are invited by Senior Aboriginal 
Christian Leader, Aunty Jean Phillips, to pray and to participate in the biggest ever 
ChangeTheHeart service by tuning in to the nationally simulcast service on ACCTV, 
commongrace.org.au and across a number of radio networks throughout these lands now 
called Australia. 
 
More information about #ChangeTheHeart 2022 can be found at 
www.commongrace.org.au/change_the_heart 
 
Words from Aunty Jean Phillips  video 
 
Responsive Prayer for January 26 
 
This prayer was written by Brooke Prentis, Aboriginal Christian Leader and Common Grace CEO 

 
Great Creator Spirit, Lord God, Papa, Jesus, 
Today we pray together on common ground.  Common ground of an ancient land that you 
created.  Common ground of over 65,000 years of peoples and place. 
 
ALL: Lord, we are longing for acknowledgement. 
 
We acknowledge that your creation was disturbed and disrupted in 1788.  We 
acknowledge our failure to break the Great Australian Silence.  
We acknowledge the true history of these lands now called Australia. 
 
ALL: Lord, we are longing for truth. 
 
We grieve the truth of statistics that show we are not equal.  Truth of death, sickness, 
imprisonment.  Truth of lack of education and  
lack of employment.  Truth of a gap that isn’t closed. 
     

http://www.commongrace.org.au/change_the_heart
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ALL: Lord, we are longing for justice. 
 
We seek justice for Stolen Land, Stolen Wages, Stolen Children.  We seek justice for 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 
 
ALL: Lord, we are longing for love. 
 
Today we stand together on common ground. We come together in the love of Christ and 
the love of our neighbour. We confess we have not loved one another as you have called 
us to and promise to do better.  
We long to embrace unity with diversity.   
We are longing for acknowledgement, truth, justice, love, and hope.  
 
ALL: Lord, give us 
comfort for the pain, in our day of mourning, 
courage for the fight, in our day of invasion, 
strength for the journey, in our day of survival. 
Lord, you are our hope.  Amen. 
 
Song TIS 681 Lord let me see, see more and more 
 
Lord, let me see, see more and more:  
See the beauty of a person, not the colour of the skin, 
See the faces of the homeless with no-one to take them in, 
See discouragement because she'll never win,  
See the face of our Lord in the pain. 
Lord, let me see. 
 
Lord, let me hear, hear more and more:  
Hear the sounds of great rejoicing, hear a person barely sigh, 
Hear the ring of truth, and hollowness of those who live a lie, 
Hear the wail of starving people who will die,  
Hear the voice of our Lord in the cry. 
Lord, let me hear. 
 
Lord, let me care, care more and more:  
Care for those who feel the loneliness, for those who have no say, 
Care for friends who have no job and find it hard to face the day, 
Care for those with whom we sing and work and pray; 
And in care, Jesus Christ will be found. 
Lord, let me care. 
 
Lord, let me learn, learn more and more:  
Learn that what I know is just a speck of what there is to know, 
Learn from listening to my neighbour when I'd rather speak and go,  
Learn that as we live in faith and trust we grow; 
Learn to see, hear and care, with our Lord. 
Lord, let me learn. 
 
Lord, let me love, love more and more:  
Love the loveless and the fragile, help them be what they can be, 
Love the way that I would like them to be looking after me, 
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For to know you is to love them and be free; 
And in love Jesus Christ will be found. 
Lord, let me love. 
 

We Reflect on the Word for our time 
 

First reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
8:1 all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 
 
8:2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh 
month. 
 
8:3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until 
midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and 
the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 
 
8:5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all 
the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 
 
8:6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, 
Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with 
their faces to the ground. 
 
8:8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
 
8:9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 
who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do 
not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 
 
8:10 Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; 
and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 
 

Gospel reading: Luke 4:14-21 
 
4:14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. 
 
4:15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 
4:16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 
 
4:17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 
the place where it was written: 
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4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, 
 
4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour." 
 
4:20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
 
4:21 Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing." 
 
A Reflection  Jesus’ mandate is also our mandate 
 
Music for reflection 

 
We Respond to the Word 

 
 

Prayers of the People by Libby 
 

The care candle is lit 

 
…Take a few minutes of silence to consider our personal concerns and the people or issues 
for which we wish to pray. … 
Let us finish with the response from today’s psalm 19: 
 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O 
Lord.  
 
 

Offering Prayer 
 
Generous God, in grace you freely give,  
and in love you call us to imitate you.  
May these gifts bear witness to the justice for which you long  
and offer a faithful response to the loving care  
that you have given to us 
 
And as we offer our gifts and lives in this moment, 
may we become imitators of you, Gracious God, 
who holds nothing back from us, 
but is generous and gracious with all that is yours.  
In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 
 

We Go out into the World 
 

Song  TIS 687 God gives us a future 
 
God gives us a future, daring us to go 
into dreams and dangers on a path unknown. 
We will face tomorrow in the Spirit’s power, 
we will let God change us, for new life starts now.  
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We must leave behind us sins of yesterday, 
for God’s new beginning is a better way. 
Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back 
God gives hope, and insight, and the strength we lack.   
 
Holy Spirit, teach us how to read the signs 
how to meet the challenge of our troubled times. 
Love us into action, stir us into prayer, 
till we choose God’s life, and find our future there. 
 

The Candles are extinguished 

 
Benediction - by Brooke Prentis 
 
May the God of truth – 
open our ears and eyes 
to the wind whistling through the Grasstrees. 
 
May the God of justice – 
open our minds to the flowing actions of the waters  
from refreshing rain, to gentle brook,  
from mighty river, to raging sea 
 
May the God of love –  
open our hearts  
to the beat of the Clapsticks calling us in to rhythm 
Now go. . . to pursue Jesus 
With truth, justice, and love. Amen. 
 

Postlude (a time for quiet reflection – please remain seated) 
 
Notices  
Church News, Significant birthdays, anniversaries or events and joys and concerns 

 
Fellowship 
You are invited to share in the time of fellowship. 

 
 
 
 
Call to worship http://storage.cloversites.com/waitingforwater/documents/Liturgical%20resources%202013%2010%2018%2012.pdf 

https://www.commongrace.org.au/common_grace_2022_calendar 
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