
 

WODEN VALLEY UNITING CHURCH 

Jesus practiced radical inclusion! All are welcome here.   

10 a.m. Worship   15 May 22 

Leaders: Joan Palmer, Matt Jackson 
Readers: Trish Cran, Shukry Sahhar 
Music: Helen Swan, Brendan O’Loghlin 
Technical:  Melissa and Lachlan 
Sound:  Ray Lowe 

We Gather as People of God 

The Gong is sounded three times and we settle ourselves and prepare for wor-
ship 

Prelude 

We light the Community Candle 

Acknowledgement of First Peoples 
I acknowledge that we are meeting and worshipping on the land of the Ngunnawal 
people. They made their land sacred, as we have made this place sacred. We honour 
their elders - past, present and the strong voices of future leaders. May we continue 
to work for understanding, respect and justice for all. 
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Call to worship (for two voices) 

R. In a world of ‘us and them’ 
L: God invites us to embrace 
R: In a Church too often characterised by division 
L: Christ invites us to embrace 
R: In our lives, full of petty grudges and neglected relationships 
L The Spirit invites us to embrace 
R: So come all you who yearn for deeper living 
L: Come and enter into Heaven’s embrace this hour 

Hymn Come, O God Of All The Earth Marty Haugen Tune: Sing Out, TIS 181 

1. Come, O God of all the Earth: 
Come to us, O Righteous One; 
Come, and bring our love to birth: 
In the glory of you Son. 

Refrain 
Sing out, Earth and skies! 
Sing of the God who loves you; 
Raise your joyful cries; 
Dance to the life around you. 

2. Come, O God of wind and flame: 
Fill the Earth with righteousness; 
Teach us all to sing your name: 
May our lives your love confess. 
Refrain 

3. Come, O God of flashing light: 
Twinkling star and burning sun; 
God of day and God of night: 
In your light we all are one. 
Refrain 

4. Come, O God of snow and rain: 
Shower down upon the Earth; 
Come, O God of joy and pain: 
God of sorrow, God of mirth. 
Refrain 

5. Come, O Justice, come, O Peace: 
Come and shape our hearts anew; 
Come and make oppression cease: 
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Bring us all to life in you. 
Refrain 

Welcome & Introduction  

Prayer 

Autumn Michael Leunig 

We give thanks for the harvest of the heart’s work; 
Seeds of faith planted with Faith; 
Love nurtured by love; 
Courage strengthened by courage. 
We give thanks for the fruits of the struggling soul. 
The bitter and the sweet; 
For that which has grown in adversity 
And for that which had flourished in warmth and grace; 
For the radiance of the spirit in Autumn 
And for that which must now fade and die. 
We are blessed and give thanks. 
 Amen 

Passing the Peace 
The peace and love of God be with you always 
……and also with you  
We share a sign of peace with one another. 

Hymn: God Gives The Song Bill Wallace  Tune: Kingsfold, TIS 262 

1. God gives the song which we shall sing  
Of freedom for us all, 
To leave behind our guilt and fears  
And shed our narrowness 

Refrain 
Come share your tears of joy with me, 
Dance like the Autumn leaves; 
Embrace the loving, joy and fun, 
Of God, the lively one. 

2. God gives the song which we shall sing  
Of laughter for us all, 
Of twinkling eyes replacing frowns 
And structures freed by clowns. 
Refrain 
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3. God gives the song which we shall sing 
Of justice for us all, 
Of sharing with the hungry poor 
What they should own by right. 
Refrain 

4. God gives the song which we shall sing 
Of peace for everyone, 
Of silence in the midst of noise  
And love in place of war. 
Refrain 

5.  God gives the song which we shall sing 
Of loving for us all –  
Of fragile dreams and constant care, 
Acceptance, warmth and hope. 
Refrain 

6. God gives the song which we shall sing 
Of oneness for us all, 
To bind together all that lives 
So all shall know their worth. 
Refrain 

We Reflect on the Word for our time 

Readings from the Bible and the World Around Us 

Acts 11 1-18 

Peter’s Report to the Church at Jerusalem 

This passage talks about inclusion - everyone is welcome no matter who they are or 
what they have done. 

11 Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the 
gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, 
the circumcised believers[a] criticised him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised 
men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, say-
ing, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was 
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 
corners, and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get 
up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing profane or un-

4

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2011%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-27298a


clean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened 
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment 
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The 
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us.[b] 
These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told 
us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, 
they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the 
gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

Psalm 148 Brendan will lead 

Response is ‘Hallelujah’ x 3 

1 Praise God from the heavens; praise in the heights! 
2 Praise all the angels; praise all the host! 
3 Praise sun and moon; praise all you shining stars! 
4 Praise you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
 Response 

5 Let them praise the name of God who commanded and they were created. 
6 established them for ever; fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
7 Praise God from the earth,  you sea monsters and all deeps, 
8 fire and hail, snow and frost,  stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
 Response 

9  Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and cedars! 
10 Wild animals and cattle, creeping things and birds! 
11 Kings of the earth and people, princes and all rulers! 
12 Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
 Response 

13 Let them praise the name - of God, who is exalted 
     with glory above earth, glory be in heaven.  
14 God has raised a horn, praise for all the faithful, 
     for the people of Israel and those close to God. 
 Response 
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Revelation 21 1-6 

The New Heaven and the New Earth (I invite you to join in with the part that is bold) 

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home[a] of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell[b] with them; 
they will be his peoples,[c] 
and God himself will be with them and be their God;[d] 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for[e] the first things have passed away.” 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water 
of life. 

John 13 31-35 

The New Commandment 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him,[a] God will also glori-
fy him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a lit-
tle longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I 
am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this every-
one will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

For the word of God in Scripture, For the word of God among us, For the word of God 
within us … Thanks be to God 

Reflection 

Today’s reflection theme is Inclusion and Love and I’ve taken the aspects of love from 
‘Forgiveness and Other Acts of Love’ by Stephanie Dowrick. We will light a candle af-
ter each one for a few moments of reflection. 
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 Courage 
 Fidelity 
 Restraint 

Music 

 Generosity 
 Tolerance 
 Forgiveness 

Sing together softly, gently and reflectively -Make Me a Channel of Your Peace - 
Remain seated 
1. Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 
Where there is injury, you pardon Lord; 
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

Refrain 
O Jesus, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console, 
To be understood as to understand, 
To be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

2. Make me a channel of your peace.   
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light; 
And where there’s sadness, ever joy. 
Refrain 

3. Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving of ourselves that we receive,  
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life.   

We Respond to the Word 
Offering 

O God, you bless, love and enrich our lives in so many ways - especially in  
Jesus and through the Holy Spirit. We pray that this offering and our  
lives will show your eternal love to enrich the lives of others wherever we go and 
whatever we do. Amen 

Prayers of the People  - the care candle is lit (I invite you to join in with the part that 
is bold) 
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May we increasingly become respectful caretakers of all that is, 
including the waters so easily enjoyed, disturbed, polluted, exploited, taken for grant-
ed. May we regard more highly the elements upon which our lives depend. 
Might we, with greater gratitude, enjoy and honour 
those refreshing gulps and glassfuls of water after a workout, during the day 
or on a quiet evening alone. 

We remember the millions upon millions who do not have access to clean 
drinking water, or enough food to sustain them - the necessities of life. 
Might we challenge and change the systems we all enjoy 
that would bring about a transformation of our global systems – 
allowing more to be able to drink clean water … just a cup of cold, clean wa-
ter…. and enough food to feed their children. 
Might we literally and figuratively provide water and food to all who seek it. 

We remember others here and others not with us who are healing,  

those in hospital, those in jail, those depressed and discouraged. 
Might we initiate intimate connections with neighbours, friends, lovers, alike. 
May they know the love of their spouses and friends, 
and the love that is pervasive in this universe. 
May they receive the healing expertise from those making decisions about their care. 

We yearn for the day when all tears are dried, all pain is abandoned 
… but today is not yet that day. 

So our prayers are for those who weep this morning 
for whom the loss of someone they love 
or their battle with illness in body, mind or spirit 
or the adversities in their daily living 
weigh heavy, are perhaps too much for them to bear. 
Through the heartache and loss they need to sense the hope 
that comes from the words, 
"I am making all things new." 

We yearn for the day when nation will no longer fight with nation  
and young people will not be sent to die in war; 
when the animosity between peoples will come to an end. 
… but today is not yet that day. 

So our prayers are for those who wage war: politicians, military leaders, 
those on the front lines and those civilians caught in the cross fire. 
Through the gunfire and the smoke 
may the cry for a different way of being still be heard, 
whispering over the hatred, 
"I am making all things new." 
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We yearn for the day when we can fully reclaim the liberating mercy of God so that all 
peoples and all creation may be included in salvation. 
We yearn for the day when we will treat our fellow humanity with respect and love, ful-
ly realise that we are all connected, and enter into a deep sense of communion with 
each other. 
… but today is not yet that day. 

So our prayers are for those who struggle to love, 
who find it hard to accept difference, 
who wrestle with strong feelings of anger. 
Through the power struggles and the infighting,  
the cool receptions and stony silences 
let us hear the words once more, 
"I am making all things new.” 

For today may not be that day, when tears are dried, and wars are over, 
and God's people are one, 
but it is coming 
and in us, through us, if need be despite us, 
we step ever closer to the day of a new heaven and a new earth 
when the universe reverberates to the song, 
"I am making all things new." 
Amen 

We Go out into the World 

Hymn: Nothing Is Lost On The Breath Of God Colin Gibson Tune Greenlane 
  
1. Nothing is lost on the breath of God, 
nothing is lost for ever; 
God's breath is love, and that love will remain, 
holding the world for ever. 
No feather too light, no hair too fine, 
no flower too brief in its glory; 
no drop in the ocean, no dust in the air, 
but is counted and told in God's story. 

2. Nothing is lost to the eyes of God, 
nothing is lost for ever; 
God sees with love and that love will remain, 
holding the world for ever. 
No journey too far, no distance too great, 
no valley of darkness too blinding; 
no creature too humble, no child too small 
for God to be seeking, and finding. 
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3. Nothing is lost to the heart of God, 
nothing is lost for ever; 
God's heart is love, and that love will remain, 
holding the world for ever. 
No impulse of love, no office of care, 
no moment of life in its fullness; 
no beginning too late, no ending too soon, 
but is gathered and known in God's goodness. 

Words of Mission - Together 

To Love More Truly Scott Kearns, 2005 

To love more truly, this is my goal; 
To care more deeply, with all my soul; 
To show compassion, extend forgiveness, 
To make a difference, I give my all. 

Let’s sing together the words from today’s reading A New Commandment TiS 699 

A new commandment I give unto you 
That you love one another as I have loved you, 
That you love on another as I have loved you. 
By this will others know that you are my disciples, 
If you have love one for another; 
By this will others know that you are my disciples, 
If you have love one for another. 

The Candles are extinguished 

Postlude: Please remain seated 

'This week' at Woden Valley Uniting Church 
 Notices 
 Birthdays - significant birthdays   
 Morning tea - Join in the fellowship of morning tea 

CCLI licence#546647; https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/weekly-worship/monthly/
may-2022/15-may-5th-sunday-of-easter; Forgiveness and Other Acts of Love by Stephanie Dowrick 
1997; Bread for the Journey Edited by Ruth C. Duck 1981; Michael Leunig “When I Talk to you”; 
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